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Clergy Note Rev Canon Sean Robertshaw writes:
A friend sent me a book, “Where is God in a coronavirus world?” by John
C Lennox. I was pleased to receive this book as it was a question I’d been
thinking about. According to Lennox the COVID-19 virus is part of a natural evil, which is distinct from a moral evil. He argues that pain and
suffering come from two specific sources. The result of natural disasters
e.g. the coronavirus for which humanity is not directly responsible, and
secondly the kind of suffering which men and women do have to take
responsibility for such as terror, violence, abuse and the likes which is
moral evil.
He tells us that the coronavirus is so named because of how it looks. It
resembles a crown (“corona” in Latin). This set my mind ticking. A crown
represents supreme power and authority. The chilling image of the
coronavirus crown seems to hang over each news broadcast, the virus
invisible to the naked eye but utterly destructive in its might. This virus
has closed down whole nations whilst taking lives silently. Lennox says,
“[this] is evidence that both our relationship with creation and creations
relationship with us is disordered and that is not an accident.”
He then directs our attention to the other crown, the one Jesus was
forced to wear throughout his trial and whilst suffering on the cross. This
corona demonstrates the fracture between people and God. Men and
women are tenants on the earth, Psalm 24v1 reminds us that ‘The earth
is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.’ We
do not possess the earth, it is Gods, and we are stewards of the earth
commissioned by God to look after it and to care for it.

The COVID-19 virus has quickly removed the notion that we alone can
make a perfect world and underlines our interdependency on one
another and even God for some of us. In a fractured world those big
questions about sin, pain and suffering abound. Lennox quotes C.S Lewis
from “The Problem of Pain.”
“We can ignore even pleasure. But pain insists upon being attended to.
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but
shouts in our pain: it is his mega phone to rouse a deaf world.”
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Letter cont….
Could it be that this virus is having a similar effect? I am often quoted as
saying the ultimate statistic is 1 in 1 die. Having just celebrated Jesus’
resurrection is it worth reflecting that he wore that CORONA then for us
now. The invitation from God is always there. Gods promise is to rescue
us from sin and death and unite us with God in a new un-fractured world
beyond death. Our Christian faith recognises the need to live sacrificially
in the world contributing to the well-being of others because we have a
living hope in Jesus Christ. Paul, an early follower of Jesus wrote:
“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us… nor
that anything else in all creation will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
[Romans 8:37]

“Be Still” 30 mins of quiet
reflective prayer on Zoom
2nd Wed in the month on line
email Sean to join:
revsean@tiscali.co.uk

NIGEL GOODY
MASTER CRAFTSMAN
DRY STONE WALLER
For all your dry stone
walling requirements
Free estimates on all work
which includes insurance.

Tel: 01484 663812
Mobile: 07803 010458
Professional Member of the National

Dry Stone Walling Association
Registered D.S.W.A Examiner
SR3.
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Rene Hewitt – 100 years young!
Many of you will know that not only is it the Queen’s Birthday on 21st
April (Happy Birthday Your Majesty!) but also Rene’s too. This year she
reached the milestone of her 100th birthday. What changes she will
have seen in this world during her lifetime.
Unfortunately, due to the lockdown situation we find ourselves in at the
moment, our plans to celebrate with her have had to be postponed.
However, the Care Home where she now lives is holding a party for her.
All her friends have sent cards and we sent a bouquet of flowers to her
from all her friends at church. We hope to hold a reception for her
when things get back to normal.
So Rene, a great big “Happy 100th Birthday” from us all and we hope
you have a wonderful day!
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Christian Aid Week
– May 10th to 16th
2020
Christian Aid week
this year was due to
have taken place the
week of May 10th to
16th, but due to the
pandemic they have
had to cancel the house to house collections
and church events. Christian Aid are doing their
best in a very difficult situation, and they have
alternative virtual ways of raising funds which
are detailed on their web site via the link below.
Coronavirus guidance for Christian+ Aid Week
events and activities | Christian Aid
However, there are thousands of people who
don’t use social media and would not be happy
attempting these virtual fundraising ideas. So, if
you would like to give a donation to Christian
Aid you can do so online (see the website address above) or call 020 7523 2269 to donate by
telephone. Unfortunately under the current circumstances regarding Covid-19, there is a delay
to processing donations by post so donors are
asked to give by one of these methods if at all
possible.
Many thanks for your continuing
support.
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THURSTONLAND CRICKET CLUB
Just like everyone else at this strange and rather anxious time
everyone at the cricket club is observing the strong advice given
about social distancing following the onset of the coronavirus
pandemic. The final sessions of indoor practices had to be
cancelled and monthly committee meetings put on hold with phone
calls, emails and texts being put to good use if any matters need to
be discussed.
Communications from the Huddersfield League, the English Cricket
Board and Sport England keep us up to date with the latest
developments but it is very unlikely that there will be any senior
cricket until July at the earliest with the possibility that the whole
season might have to be abandoned depending on how things
develop over the coming weeks. Our junior teams are very unlikely
to see any action at all in 2020.
Work on mowing the ground and maintaining the square where the
batting and bowling occurs will go ahead to prevent deterioration in
conditions but carrying out the tasks can be done on an individual
basis or with a considerable distance between those involved in the
event of two or three people turning up at the same time.
Whilst the health of everyone is of paramount importance at the
moment the situation also means that finances are also affected
with little prospect of any social gatherings taking place in the
medium to long term and annual membership subscriptions being
in short supply. One new initiative, however, has helped the cash
flow. Just over thirty people have so far joined a 100 Club with a
direct debit subscription of £10 per month. On the first Saturday of
each month half the proceeds are paid out in a draw. The first prize
on each occasion is likely to be around the £100 mark with one or
two runners up also receiving a decent amount. Details of how to
join the scheme are available on our recently updated club website.
The process is very simple and takes about five minutes.
Andrew Pearson
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In early March, just before the over-70s were advised to stay indoors, the TVA
Newsletter was delivered to all villagers. In it was a letter offering help to anyone needing it, and asking for volunteers who could help with shopping and all
the other problems brought about by the virus.Twenty people quickly
responded, some of them new names to be added to the village email list of
over 150 addresses. Being able to communicate with the majority of the population has been invaluble, especially when so much useful information is being
sent out by various authorities, but we must remember there are still folk who
have no internet connection.
Many in the village are classed as vulnerable, myself included, and we now
seem to be looking after each other in small groups. Neighbours ask if help is
required, and small shops in our area have seen an big increase in business
with delivery services as we struggle to get a supermarket delivery slot three
weeks in the future.
There have been a few positives – the roads are quiet, people are discovering
footpaths around the area, and because of the silence, birdsong seems louder.
The easy access to the countryside has always been there, but how lucky we
are to be able to take advantage when many townfolk don’t even have a
garden.
We seem to be in our own bubble, but even here the virus has made changes
as with Bernard’s funeral when the village was lined with mourners and
well-wishers forced to do no more than wave or bow their heads in sympathy.
As elsewhere, in Thurstonland there are people who now have to work at
home, often with children in the background seeking attention, or worse, have
lost their livelihood and face big reductions in their finances and an uncertain
future.
Like many other meetings, the AGM, which was to have been held in April was
cancelled and because of social distancing, conversations in the village now
seem to take place across the street or by social media. Even the Community
Choir is practising via Zoom on the internet! But the conversations are still
happening and hopefully when this is over those lines of communication will be
even stronger and our caring and concern for each other will continue- positive
changes we don’t want to lose.

Website: www.thurstonland.org Phone: 660661 or 07989 650398
Email: davyjonze@hotmail.com
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Green Hills First Federation
Thurstonland First School
Claire Minogue writes:
As I am sure you will all have noticed Thurstonland School is currently
closed following government advice. We are operating an emergency
child care provision for families who need it, and this is based at Denby
School which is one of the schools within our federation. All the teachers
and support staff who are able to are working on a rota basis at Denby.
From across the federation we have had between about 6 and 12 children who have required the provision.
Luckily before the current restrictions came into place Year 2 and 3 were
able to go on their school trip. They visited The Deep in Hull as part of
their topic Oceans and Seas. They looked at the creatures they had
been studying in real life, and were able to take part in a workshop to
understand about different habitats. Children took a packed lunch but
were very careful not include anything which could cause damage to the
oceans – so no plastic bags or bottles were allowed!

Year 4 and 5 hosted visitors from Birkby Junior school – this is part of a
twinning project helping children find out about other people from
different cultures, and backgrounds. The Birkby children loved walking
around the village and looking at the buildings, they were very impressed
with the outside space, but found our school very small compared to
theirs. All the children loved making new friends, and ideally the project
would have progressed with follow up work and a visit to Birkby for our
children, though this is unlikely to happen for this year.
The whole school has been taking part in a Growing Project which has
involved planting in the school garden. We have planted potatoes, broad
beans and onions. Members of staff will call into school now and again
to check on things, and to water the garden. If anyone is concerned
about the building over the next few weeks please don’t hesitate to contact us through the office email address which will be monitored regularly:
office@thurstonlandfirst.co.uk
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Choir News
Even though we’re in lockdown and the Church is closed, the Community
Choir is continuing to rehearse over the internet using Zoom. While this
is less than perfect, given the variation in broadband speeds and the resulting time lags, we are managing to have a weekly get together for
each voice part. While it’s not as serious as usual, it’s nice to chat, sing
and laugh with so many together, as you can see from the screen shots
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ST THOMAS’ CHURCH
Although Services are suspended in the Church for the time
being you may wish to read the Lessons each week so they are
listed below.
MAY:
Date

Reading

Gospel

Sun 3rd

Acts 2 verses 42-47

John 10 verses 1-10

Sun 10th

Acts 7 verses 55-60

John 14 verses 1-14

Sun 17th

Acts 17 verses 22-31

John 14 verses 15-21

Thurs 21st
Ascension Day

Ephesians 1 verses 15-23 Luke 24 verses 44-53

Sun 24th

Acts 1 verses 6-14

John 17 verses 1-11

Sun 31st Pentecost

Acts 2 verses 1-21

John 20 verses 19-23

Date

Reading

Gospel

Sun 7th

Isaiah 40 verses 12-17
& 27-31

Matthew 28 verses 1620

Sun 14th

Romans 5 verses 1-8

Matthew 9 verse 5—
Matthew 10 verse 8

Sun 21st

Romans 6 verses 1-11

Matthew 10 verses 2429

Sun 28th

Romans 6 verses 12-23

Matthew 10 verses 4042

JUNE:
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STOCKSMOOR NEWS
STOCKSMOOR VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (SVA)
Two new stone signs, marking the entrances to the village, are now in place.
Thanks go to David Smith for all his hard work in seeing this project through
from start to finish. The addition of attractive plinths has enhanced the overall
appearance.
In Stocksmoor 30 volunteers are shopping and collecting prescriptions for all
those who are self-isolating. Maxine Morris has set up an excellent system to
ensure everyone is looked after during the lockdown period. If you live in
Stocksmoor and would like to join the scheme please ring Maxine on
07906375544 for details.
STOCKSMOOR WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The March meeting was held just before the ‘lockdown’ and members really
enjoyed hearing the story of The Hand Made Bakery and Café in Slaithwaite.
Everything really is hand made on the premises. Besides the artisan bread,
(flour, water, yeast & salt only,) they produce a range of French patisserie,
sweet Scandinavian buns and savoury Danish rolls.
The café serves freshly made soups, salads, sandwiches and cakes.
As a workers’ co-operative the business is owned and run by its members, and
aims to be sustainable, re-investing profits back into the business. Volunteers
come to help make bread and learn about running a bakery. Courses are run
regularly. Everyone takes pride in sourcing the very best ingredients for everything they produce. Situated by the canal towpath, towards Marsden, it makes
an ideal stop after a stroll. The café is open Thursday-Sunday 9.30am to
4.30pm. (When Covid 19 disappears!!)
The annual dinner and all WI meetings are suspended for the time being.
STOCKSMOOR VILLAGE HALL (SVH)
Because of Covid 19 all meetings in the Village Hall have been suspended.
STOCKSMOOR LADIES CHARITY LUNCH 2020
The lunch, which should have taken place on 14 March, was cancelled. However the Mercy Ships charity did not miss out because it received £140 from personal donations. Thanks to all who gave.
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Take a look at the MU website:

www.mothersunion.org
Jenni Wohlman writes:
Last time I wrote this page, we had no idea what was just around the corner.
We were expecting to visit the Golden Cock in Farnley Tyas for our annual meal
out and looking forward to an interesting year ahead. We planned to try and,
at long last, visit the Community Garden in New Mill in May and to make our
much-anticipated excursion to the Salvation Army’s wonderful new project in
Liverpool’s Strawberry Field in June. But now everything has changed and we
must wait patiently to learn how and when we can ease our way out of
‘lockdown’.
I managed to be in touch with a number of you in time for Easter and received
replies from several members for which I thank you. On the whole, members
are coping stoically and supporting one another as best they can but, sadly, I
learned today that Renee Rowden has had to be taken into hospital. It is not
thought to be related to Covid 19 but she has been very unwell. Please pray
for her and Richard at this worrying time.

Rev Sean Robertshaw and his colleagues have delivered online some deeply
moving services over this very special time in the Christian calendar. I am only
too aware that not all of you are able to access these but please know that
those of us who have shared them have been thinking of each and every one of
you and longing for the day when we can be reunited.
Now we know that the lockdown is set to continue for some time, I will be
sending you by mail two documents I received at Easter, one from our Diocesan President, Jean Thurman, and one from the Rev’d Andrew Cromarty, MU
Chaplain to the Ripon Episcopal Area. In normal circumstances, I would have
shared these with you at this month’s meeting.
If you are able to access the MU website, do remember that it is possible to
join in with Midday Prayers online every day.
Finally, this is the prayer that concluded a message of encouragement from our
Worldwide President, Sheran Harper, who greeted us with the following
words: My beloved MU Family across the oceans, and from near and far, I
greet you with the love and courage of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour because He is our strength, our hope and our solid rock.
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A Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ,
you said to your disciples,
I am with you always, even to the
end of time
Be with me today Lord, as I offer
myself to you.
Hear my prayers for others and for
myself,
And keep me in your tender loving
care always. Amen.

Community Lunches & Staying In Touch
What can I say! I hope that everyone is keeping well and not
missing our lunches too much. We will be starting up again
as soon as possible and, as we have contact details for
everyone we will let you know the date of the next lunch. A
big thank you to everyone in the whole Community for
looking out for each other by shopping, telephone calls,
emails and a even simple wave through the window! Little
thing mean a lot. In the meantime, stay safe and well and
we will see you soon.
Janet Wiltshire
Prayer for our
Neighbours during May and June
Pray for all who live and work in:
Shepley Road
Sunside
Fulstone Road
Marsh Hall
Lane Blakehouse Moor Top Avenue
A BIG THANK YOU TO DAVID, DAVID AND ROBIN FOR KEEPING US ALL
INFORMED THROUGH COMMUNICATIONS AND WEB PAGES.
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Try this Quiz…
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COVID-19 You and the Church
A prayer about the coronavirus outbreak, offered by the national church.
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
The Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of England have urged everyone to follow
the instructions given by the Prime Minister to stay in their homes in a national effort
to limit the transmission of the coronavirus (COVID-19).
The Church of England is well set up for offering pastoral care in all our communities,
however small or great that offer might be. Thank you for what you are doing already
to support the life of our local communities. In our community St Thomas’ has begun a
‘pew buddy’ system. You do not have to be a member of the church to be part of it. If
you would like a call each week from someone in the church or village, just to chat
please be in touch with Janet Wiltshire mrswilts@yahoo.co.uk or Tel: 01484 663123 or
Rev Sean. Social distancing and home educating is challenging for every home. Chatting
to someone else sometimes lightens the day.
You can light a candle online to pray for yourself, for a
loved one or for a situation. Whatever is going on, make
space to pray in your life. By lighting a virtual candle,
you're making space to pray. www.churchofengland.org/
our-faith/light-candle
There are many questions at the moment about buildings,
food banks, meetings, funerals, weddings, baptisms and
the likes. If you want to know the answers to those questions call Sean or click here:
www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidancechurches
If you would like to find out the basics about the Christian faith and how diverse beliefs
make up the Church of England have a look here. These are just short informative
uplifting films: www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-faith-videos
St Thomas’ along with the rest of the Church of England is here to serve, if you would to
like a call please don't hesitate to contact the church: revsean@tiscali.co.uk
15
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K &K

CARPET CARE
15 Stocks Way
Shepley

ACKROYD
HOUSE

Tel: 01484 606564
Mobile 07808
395952

Top of the Bank
Thurstonland

Your local carpets
& upholstery
cleaning expert & carpet fitter

BED & BREAKFAST

GUARDSMAN
STAIN PROTECTION

Free quotations
without obligation

Tel;01484 660169

Andrew P.
Lockwood

SMITHY’S
PRIVATE HIRE

A.Ch.P.

Chiropodist

All Foot Ailments Treated
CORNS – VERRUCAE
CALLOUSES (Hard Skin)
ATHLETES FOOT, Etc.
Home visits – Prompt attention

Tel: 01484 687632
07971355078

AIRPORT TRANSFERS
All airports & Seaports Covered

Tel: 666621
Mob: 07799 462196
e-mail:

smithysprivatehire@gmail.com

Colin Smith
45 Oakes Lane
Brockholes
HD9 7AR
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Mellors Florists

Love Your Feet

Reflexology

111 Westgate
Almondbury
Huddersfield
HD5 8XQ

Flowers for
All Occasions

Tel: 01484 427773
Opening times
Mon – Fri 8.45am – 5pm
Saturday 8.30am – 12.30pm

Your local electricians

A gentle,
holistic treatment to the feet
which aids healing.
Suitable for all ages.
May help all kinds of ailments;
stress-related conditions,
migraine, etc.

Rachael Saville M.A.R.
Tel: 689057
Mobile: 0778 3681451

H2H

Services Ltd
All electrical work undertaken
Domestic – Commercial – Industrial
No job too small Free estimates and advice
All work and materials guaranteed for 12 months
Our prices won’t shock you
Ring Paul or Brian
Paul; 07875 465191
Brian; 07879 615876
Office; 01484 666790
Email; paul@h2hservicesltd.co.uk
Web; www.h2hservicesltd.co.uk

SA
PART P
ELEC
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ALB WINDOWS LTD
Workmanship of the
highest standard
at competitive prices:
Installation of Windows,
Doors and Conservatories.
Replacement Double Glazing.

Tel: 01484 663860
Mb: 07811 950829
Email:
albwindows@talktalk.net

ANDREW
CROOKES
COMPREHENSIVE
PLUMBING &
HEATING SERVICE
GAS SERVICING &
TILING
GAS SAFE REG. GAS INSTALLER
LANDLORDS GAS SAFETY
CERTIFICATES ISSUED
A.P.H.C. LICENSED PLUMBER

Call 01484 602010
1st class job at a reasonable price
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SAINT THOMAS’
The Parish of Thurstonland in the
Upper Holme Valley Team Ministry
in the Anglican Diocese of Leeds

Ministers
Rev Canon J. Sean Robertshaw
Rev Dr Steve Dixon
Rev Ailsa Brooke
Rev Evelyne Barrow
Churchwardens
Janet Wiltshire, 52, The Village, Thurstonland
Richard Wood, 11, Moor Top Avenue, Thurstonland

683375
687376
681155
01924 848070
663123
662752

PCC Secretary
Janet Wiltshire, 52, The Village, Thurstonland

663123

PCC Treasurer
Lynda Booth, 3, Moor Top Avenue, Thurstonland

662202

Parish Giving Officer
Brian Lightowler, 1, Norton Terrace, Stocksmoor

605526

Mothers’ Union
Jenni Wohlman ‘Hudd Royd’ 4 Top of the Hill, Thurstonland

663996

Children’s Ministry and Mustard Seeds contact Sean or Ailsa

Usual times of Church Services
10.00am 1st Sunday each month
All Age Worship
9.30am
2nd Sunday each month
Sung Holy Communion BCP
9.30am
3rd Sunday each month
Sung Family Eucharist
9.30am
4th Sunday each month
Sung Family Eucharist
10.00 am 5th Sunday each month
Joint Eucharist with New Mill
(See website, magazine and the church notice board for more detail)
This magazine has been kindly printed by T.W. Birks Funeral Directors
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