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FROM 4 July, incumbents were made responsible for determining how
many people can safely attend public worship in their churches, based
on a risk assessment of the capacity and ventilation of the building.
The guidance effective from 4 July, was drawn up by the Places of Worship Taskforce, which includes faith leaders and government ministers. It has legal status
under the Health and Safety and Equality Acts.
No maximum number is specified for people attending for general worship, which
includes led prayers, devotions, or meditations. The guidance confirms, however,
that a maximum of 30 people are permitted to attend weddings, funerals and other “life-cycle” services, such as baptisms regardless of the size of the building, unless this takes place during routine communal worship.
“Limits for communal worship should be decided locally on the basis of the capacity of the place of worship following a risk assessment. The number of people permitted to enter the place of worship at any one time should be limited, so that a
safe distance of at least two metres, or one metre with risk mitigation (where two
metres is not viable) between households.”
The floor space and “likely pinch points and busy areas” should be assessed, and
“alternative or one-way routes introduced” where necessary, it says. Volunteers,
contractors, and worshippers may be consulted as part of the risk assessment.
Other considerations to mitigate risk include multiple entry points, signposting,
sign screens or barriers, booking systems, and restricting access to non-essential
areas. Staggering entry times with other local venues to avoid queues, and arranging one-way travel routes between transport hubs and venues should also be considered.
Places of worship should not reopen if it is deemed unsafe to do so.
This responsibility is assigned to the “venue manager” — defined in the guidance
as the “person or persons responsible for the management of an individual place
of worship. . . This may be a religious leader or lay person.” In Church of England
churches, this will most likely fall to the incumbent and/or PCC and Churchwardens
The Recovery Group of the C of E is due to issue further guidance.
Bishop Sarah Mullally, leading the C of E’s Recovery Group, confirmed on Monday
that national worship would continue online after 4 July. “As our church buildings
begin to open, we need to reflect what we have learnt from online services and
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how we change to become more accessible to people who find it very difficult to
access our buildings,” she said.
This is also encouraged in the guidance, which states: “It is recommended that,
where possible, places of worship continue to stream worship or other events to
avoid large gatherings and to continue to reach those individuals who are selfisolating or particularly vulnerable to Covid-19.”
The guidance advises that all services should be completed in the “shortest reasonable time”, and the building emptied promptly. Religious leaders are responsible
for altering any rituals, such as administering communion, to minimise the risk of
infection, it says. Communal vessels should be avoided, and any “consumables”
covered while the priest is speaking or singing.
“Where food or drink (‘consumables’) are essential to the act of worship, they can
be used, however the sharing of food should be avoided, as should the use of
communal vessels. If it is necessary to handle consumables as a part of a faith
practice, those giving and receiving food items should wash their hands thoroughly
before and after consumption, or wear gloves.
Singing, chanting, shouting, and the use of wind instruments in general is not
permitted owing to the potential risk of aerosol and droplet transmission.
On the use of water during baptism, the guidance states: “Where rituals or ceremonies require water to be applied to the body, small volumes can be splashed
onto the body, but full immersion should be avoided. . . Where an infant is involved a parent/guardian or other member of the infant’s regular household
should hold the infant.”
Cash donations and collection plates should be avoided. Any cash offered should
be collected in a receptacle that is set in one place and handled by one individual.
Children should be supervised by parents or guardians at all times. Play areas
should be removed or cordoned off.
The new guidance refers to all places of worship, including any surrounding
grounds: for example, adjoining car parks, courtyards, or gardens. It does not
include businesses, such as hotels or restaurants, which are licensed for weddings,
for example.
Adapted from an article in the Church Times 29 June 2020 , Hattie Williams.
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THURSTONLAND CRICKET CLUB
The almost unbroken sunshine which prevailed through much of
April and May, whilst more than welcome in general terms, meant
that the lack of playing action on the cricket field was all the more
frustrating. Over the seasons it has not been often that such an extended spell of good weather has been enjoyed, particularly in the
early weeks of the season.
Not everything, however, has been at a complete standstill. Refurbishment work in the clubhouse has now been completed with just a
few minor tidying up jobs remaining. The new gates at the bottom of
the access road are now in place and a big thank you goes to all
those involved in their manufacture and positioning.
Essential repair work to the drystone wall between the club’s field
and the recreation ground is currently in progress and the sightscreens’ support framework has had a fresh coat of paint applied.
Grass has been cut regularly so that we are match ready if and when
we are able to play games but many factors, off the field as well as
on, have to be considered before local sport is given the go ahead.
Health issues obviously have to take top priority.

It is now possible, under strict guidelines, for one to one coaching to
take place following a booking system with details on the club website and for small groups to attend for practice sessions, again with
firm instructions about the procedures to be followed.
Andrew Pearson

Prayers for our neighbours – DURING
JULY & AUGUST
Pray for all those who live and work in:
WHITESTONES TIMBERWOOD WOOD LANE
GRANGE ROAD
TOP O’ THE HILL BANK END KNOLL
THURSTONLAND BANK ROAD
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Choir News
While we have all been in lockdown the choir has continued to meet.
We have worked on all the items that we planned to sing in the
summer concert and hope to get the chance to perform them in 2021!
As well as singing we have had a few games and quiz nights all of
which were principally a lot of fun and there was plenty of laughter
heard. We have had more than 20 participants each week, which is
great.

It was good to see so many of our band at the well attended Thurstonland VE Day celebrations and quite a few came out again in the evening to sing “We’ll Meet Again” with other villagers. Thankfully the
weather was fine for the whole day!
The Choir is now closing for the summer after our AGM, but if things
improve markedly, we will try and have a summer get together in the
flesh! As I write there is much scientific research going on as to how
singing could come back in a safe way and we hope that we’ll be able
to start “proper” rehearsals again at the beginning of September.
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Normally, at this time of year, the village would be gearing up for it’s annual gala held on the first weekend of
July. However, these are not normal
times, and like many other events in
and around Thurstonland, the gala is
not going to happen in 2020, the first
time for as long as I can remember.
As I write, the lockdown caused by the
coronavirus is being eased, but many of us will still be very cautious as we step
outside and visit shops, for some, possibly the first time in three months. Already there seems to be more traffic on the road, but hopefully the walkers,
joggers and cyclists who have passed by every day in large numbers will
continue to discover the countryside around our village. The easy and quick
access to footpaths has been a saving grace for villagers, unlike many living in
towns and cities.
In the past, the TVA has had merchandise specially made for village
consumption - mugs, shopping bags and tea towels to name but a few items.
This year’s special offering is a set of coasters with four designs on a
cream-coloured background (the designs shown above have a false blue tinge)
They picture four of the main shared community spaces of our village (during
lockdown the Plonking Well became a close fifth.) They should be available
soon at £8 a set of four. More details (and better photos) to follow.
It’s ironic that over the last few months these spaces have been closed.
Children are starting to go back to school and hopefully the church will be
open for services again soon. Cricket practices have started in readiness for
matches and the Rose & Crown can serve food and drink outside in what was
the car park transformed into an inviting, al fresco eating space.
Here’s to the new ‘normal’ allowing us to enjoy some of our former ways and
offering us much that is different and better.

Website: www.thurstonland.org Phone: 660661 or 07989 650398
Email: davyjonze@hotmail.com
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Green Hills First Federation
Thurstonland First School
Claire Minogue writes:

By the time you read this Thurstonland School should have
partially reopened to children from Reception, Year 1 and Key
Worker families. Some of the children have been at school
through the ‘closure’ attending emergency provision within
the federation. We hosted this at Denby initially, but then due
to a change in demand we moved over to Farnley Tyas. It’s
been great for children and staff to work across the federation, they have all got to know each other much better, and
made new friends.
Most of the children have been working really hard at home
following lessons set by their teachers. They have been doing
Maths and English lessons daily and also had lots of creative
activities to choose from. We have tried to get the children
outside learning and doing things practically as much as
possible. We have received some really positive feedback
from our families about the children’s learning at home, but
we know most of them are really keen to get back to school.
As well as welcoming our children back we are busily
preparing for our new Reception children in September. Currently we still have a few places in Reception for September
2020 so if you know anyone who is still looking for a place
please let them know and ask them to contact the school
office.
office@thurstonlandfirst.co.uk
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The Ludlam and Horsfall Trust
Those of you who are familiar with this plaque on the south wall of
Thurstonland First School might well question the relevance of a
trust founded in 1766 to our village school today.

The Trust is indeed very active, financially providing additional
support to Thurstonland First school and looking after the
schoolhouse property.
There are seven trustees drawn from different aspects of village
life. The chairman is Cllr Robert Barraclough who represents
Kirkburton Parish council. Cllr Richard Smith represents Kirklees
council. Richard Wood represents St Thomas’ church. Tony Clifton
represents Thurstonland Village Association as does Angela
Carmichael who is also a Green Hills First Federation school
governor. Claire Minogue, Headteacher, is an ex-officio trustee.
Finally Rev Canon Robertshaw, the vicar who is also ex officio
trustee.

The trust meets each term to discuss the upkeep of the property
and to decide how best to support the children. Last year the
trustees were able to contribute a sizeable sum of money to the
refurbishment of the barn.
This term they have given
money, as was originally
intended in the terms of
the trust, for the purchase
of books.
So almost three hundred
years after the bequest
from the Misses Ludlam
and Horsfall the trust still
manages to play a
valuable role in the
education of the young
people of Thurstonland.
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ST THOMAS’ CHURCH SERVICES
Although Services are suspended in the Church for the time
being you may wish to read the Lessons each week so they are
listed below. A service is posted on line each Sunday please
visit the website to log on, there are few surprises coming up!

www.thurstonland.org or www.newmillpc.org.uk
JULY 2020
Date

Reading

Gospel

Sun 5th
Service of the Word

Romans 7: verses 15-25 Matthew 11: verses 1619 & 25-30

Sun 12th
Service of the Word

Romans 8: verses 1-11

Matthew 13: verses 19 & 18-23

Sun 19th
Service of the Word

Psalm 139: verses
1-12, 23-24

Matthew 13: verses
24-30 & 36-43

Sun 26th
Service of the Word

Romans 8: verses 2639

Matthew 13: verses 31
-33 & 44-52

AUGUST 2020
Date

Reading

Gospel

Sun 2nd
Choral Evensong

Song of Songs 5: verses
2-end

Matthew 14: verses 1321

Sun 9th
Service of the Word

Romans 10: verses 5-15 Matthew 14: verses 22
-33

Sun 16th Festival
Galatians 4: verses 4-7
Blessed Virgin Mary (HC)

Matthew 15: verses 1028

Sun 23rd
Service of the Word

Romans 12: verses 1- 8

Matthew 16: verses 13
-20

Sun 30th
Taize Style

Romans 12: verses
9- 21

Matthew 16: verses 21
-28
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STOCKSMOOR NEWS
Stocksmoor is surviving with the help of Shopping Angels who are still
flying around collecting prescriptions and food and taking care of the
needs of those who are vulnerable or self-isolating. Grateful thanks go
out to them all. Thanks also to the Pew Buddies from St Thomas’ Church
who phone for a chat or call and have a 2 metre distance face to face
check up.
People seem to be enjoying their own gardens and having a walk round to
admire the beauty of other gardens in the neighbourhood.
The Clothiers Arms is supplying tasty take away food on Friday and Saturday evenings, ring Michael on 602752 for details.
The Village Hall is still closed until further notice.

Sharing Experiences
Certainly since the Government announced the stay at home stay safe
policy in line with protecting the NHS and one another on the 23rd
March life has taken on for many people a different trajectory. Our
whole way of life has in many ways been turned upside down: work,
leisure, proximity to friends and family, holiday plans, race, the economy, sport etc… every area of life and death has been impacted in some
way. Yet alongside these experiences there have been some good news
stories: families spending more time together; volunteers standing up in
their communities to deliver a much needed prescription to someone
shielding; the expression of virtue in communities e.g. NHS clapping;
continuing to support much needed food banks; the homeless removed
from the streets into accommodation; local philanthropists stepping forward to support; the shareholders in Zoom!; grappling with new technology and finding new opportunities to be human.
What has been your experience of Lockdown?
What will you keep doing in the future? What will you discard?
What are you looking forward to now?
I would be keen to hear from you with your thoughts and ideas at:
revsean@tiscali.co.uk or The Vicarage, Kirkroyds lane, New Mill, HD9 1LS
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Take a look at the MU website:
www.mothersunion.org
Jenni Wohlman writes:
UN International Widows’ Day fell on the 23rd June.
As Mothers’ Union members, we were asked to hold in love and prayer those
known to us and widows across the world who face circumstances very
different from our own.
Meet Marthe Vira, now Provincial President in the Democratic Republic of
Congo:
Marthe works tirelessly on
behalf of widows in the DRC
which has the largest number of
war widows, including child
widows, in the world.
When speaking about widows
there is a natural assumption
that we are talking about elderly
women. Marthe highlights that
widows are indeed often young;
some are young mothers, and
some, quite shockingly, are girls as young as eight or nine years old.
Many widows are found in rural settings in the villages surrounding main
cities where war and conflict have continued for many years.

When husbands die from conflict, the plight of the widow does not stop at
the death of the loved one - traditions, customs and discriminatory
interpretations of religious codes often lead to women being stigmatised in
the very communities in which they have been living.
They will also lose their home; their livelihood and their children will suffer
further through the subsequent loss of education.
Amid this suffering Marthe speaks of Mothers’ Union “raising the women up
and helping them to be able to move on with their lives.”
12

During Covid -19, Marthe and Mothers’ Union members have been
providing demonstrations on how to wash hands properly and make
homemade masks for the general public. They have set up makeshift
stands on streets and have even created songs to help with
this teaching.
Loving Lord,
We pray for the widowed in the challenges they face as they adapt to
a different way of life:
for those who struggle with loneliness
even when surrounded by family or friends,
for those who struggle with faith in you
because the partner whom they loved,
and still love, is no longer with them,
for those who see tears as a sign of weakness or self-pity,
for those who struggle in cultures
where traditions stigmatise widows
and deny them rights.

May each one receive grace enough to truly grieve their loss.
May there be glimpses of hope that life can still have purpose.
May happy memories be a source of strength.
May your loving kindness enfold each one. Amen.

MANY HAPPY RETURNS
Congratulations to Will
Robertshaw who turned 21 in
June. Happy Birthday Will
from all at St Thomas’.
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CHURCH NEWS

It is now over 3 months since the
lockdown started and we hope that we find you all in good health.
Villagers have been in touch with each other either by telephone, note
or in passing. There have been many waves to friends and neighbours
across roads and through windows, and bags of shopping and
occasional treats left on doorsteps, evidence that the members of our
community are looking out for each other. Many of us have embraced
“Zooming”- this to most of us is a new phenomenon bringing us firmly
into 21st Century technology!
As the lockdown measures are eased and we all start to emerge into
the outside world again, things will seem very strange to those of us
who have been self-isolating. Please spare a thought as to how we can
help, particularly the older members of our community, do this.
The PCC is now looking forward and considering how we can move
towards opening the church building again for worship and meetings
safely. This does not mean our on line presence which we have shared
with Christ Church will end. To start with at least we will have a mixed
economy of worship. Re-opening will inevitably be a slow process.
The vicar and churchwardens have been in constant touch and are
busy trying to sort out the details which include the need for social
distancing, risk assessments and cleaning protocols following guidance
from official sources, which seems to change as fast as we make a
plan!

We would like to assure you that when the PCC has made a decision
about the church being open it will be clearly communicated to the
whole parish including those groups who use the church for meetings,
etc. It is clear that we will need to secure support and co-operation for
opening from all our users as it going to be different for some time,
and it is likely some low-level training in cleaning protocols will be
required for users.
In addition, the PCC and Standing Committee have been preparing a
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leaflet which will shortly be distributed regarding the restoration of the
east window to its former glory. St Thomas’ has received an outline
faculty (i.e. permission from the Diocese) to carry out the works but
raising the necessary financial resources will be a huge task for which
we will need the support of the whole Parish. All of our fundraising
plans have ceased during the period of lockdown; they will be resumed
as soon as possible. When they are, we will continue to seek your support both practical and financial. The PCC will continue to apply for appropriate grants to help us on this journey. Anyone with skills in this
particular area would be a welcome partner. If you could offer advice
or support please speak to Janet or Sean.
The PCC is accountable to everyone who has already given a donation
or raised funds for this purpose. Those funds are in the church
accounts held for that purpose alone, they will not be used for
anything else.
It won’t be easy for St Thomas church to come back from lockdown.
We will need to work with the whole community and garner support.
We are told nationally that many churches will not be able to come
back in rural areas. St Thomas’ is determined to continue in its
worship, mission and pastoral care.
Please look out for details of when the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting is to be held, it had to be postponed during the lockdown. All
parishioners are welcome to attend and to discover what future plans
St Thomas’ has. We would also value your views and prayers as we
emerge into a new normal.
Thanks to all who have given of their love and support during these
trying times, we all know how valuable and especially appreciated
these qualities are. The PCC hopes to be able to welcome you back into
St Thomas’ Church building in the very near future.
A Prayer: God, guide us into and throughout this process with your
peace. Amen.
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Discover a different way of seeing
and
responding
to
the
Coronavirus
pandemic,
an
approach drawing on Scripture,
Christian history, and the way of
living, thinking, and praying
revealed to us by Jesus.
What are we supposed to think
about the Coronavirus crisis?
Some people think they know:
"This is a sign of the End," they say.
"It's all predicted in the book of Revelation." Others disagree but are
equally clear: "This is a call to repent. God is judging the world and
through this disease he's telling us to change." Some join in the chorus
of blame and condemnation: "It's the fault of the Chinese, the
government, the World Health Organization..."
N. T. Wright examines these reactions to the virus and finds them
wanting. Instead, he shows that a careful reading of the Bible and
Christian history offers simple though profound answers to our many
questions, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

What should be the Christian response?
How should we think about God?
How do we live in the present?
Why should we lament?
What should we learn about ourselves?
How do we recover?

Written by one of the world's foremost New Testament scholars, God
and the Pandemic will serve as your guide to read the events of today
through the light of Jesus' death and resurrection.
SPCK £9.27 Paperback
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K &K

CARPET CARE
15 Stocks Way
Shepley

ACKROYD
HOUSE

Tel: 01484 606564
Mobile 07808
395952

Top of the Bank
Thurstonland

Your local carpets
& upholstery
cleaning expert & carpet fitter

BED & BREAKFAST

GUARDSMAN
STAIN PROTECTION

Free quotations
without obligation

Tel;01484 660169

Andrew P.
Lockwood

SMITHY’S
PRIVATE HIRE

A.Ch.P.

Chiropodist

All Foot Ailments Treated
CORNS – VERRUCAE
CALLOUSES (Hard Skin)
ATHLETES FOOT, Etc.
Home visits – Prompt attention

Tel: 01484 687632
07971355078

AIRPORT TRANSFERS
All airports & Seaports Covered

Tel: 666621
Mob: 07799 462196
e-mail:

smithysprivatehire@gmail.com

Colin Smith
45 Oakes Lane
Brockholes
HD9 7AR
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Mellors Florists

Love Your Feet

Reflexology

111 Westgate
Almondbury
Huddersfield
HD5 8XQ

Flowers for
All Occasions

Tel: 01484 427773
Opening times
Mon – Fri 8.45am – 5pm
Saturday 8.30am – 12.30pm

Your local electricians

A gentle,
holistic treatment to the feet
which aids healing.
Suitable for all ages.
May help all kinds of ailments;
stress-related conditions,
migraine, etc.

Rachael Saville M.A.R.
Tel: 689057
Mobile: 0778 3681451

H2H

Services Ltd
All electrical work undertaken
Domestic – Commercial – Industrial
No job too small Free estimates and advice
All work and materials guaranteed for 12 months
Our prices won’t shock you
Ring Paul or Brian
Paul; 07875 465191
Brian; 07879 615876
Office; 01484 666790
Email; paul@h2hservicesltd.co.uk
Web; www.h2hservicesltd.co.uk

SA
PART P
ELEC
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ALB WINDOWS LTD
Workmanship of the
highest standard
at competitive prices:
Installation of Windows,
Doors and Conservatories.
Replacement Double Glazing.

Tel: 01484 663860
Mb: 07811 950829
Email:
albwindows@talktalk.net

ANDREW
CROOKES
COMPREHENSIVE
PLUMBING &
HEATING SERVICE
GAS SERVICING &
TILING
GAS SAFE REG. GAS INSTALLER
LANDLORDS GAS SAFETY
CERTIFICATES ISSUED
A.P.H.C. LICENSED PLUMBER

Call 01484 602010
1st class job at a reasonable price
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SAINT THOMAS’
The Parish of Thurstonland in the
Upper Holme Valley Team Ministry
in the Anglican Diocese of Leeds

Ministers
Rev Canon J. Sean Robertshaw
Rev Dr Steve Dixon
Rev Ailsa Brooke
Churchwardens
Janet Wiltshire, 52, The Village, Thurstonland
Richard Wood, 11, Moor Top Avenue Thurstonland

683375
687376
681155
663123
662752

PCC Secretary
Janet Wiltshire, 52, The Village, Thurstonland

663123

PCC Treasurer
Lynda Booth, 3, Moor Top Avenue, Thurstonland

662202

Parish Giving Officer
Brian Lightowler, 1, Norton Terrace, Stocksmoor

605526

Mothers’ Union
Jenni Wohlman ‘Hudd Royd’ 4 Top of the Hill, Thurstonland

663996

Children’s Ministry and Mustard Seeds contact Sean or Ailsa

Usual times of Church Services
10.00am 1st Sunday each month
All Age Worship
9.30am
2nd Sunday each month
Sung Holy Communion BCP
9.30am
3rd Sunday each month
Sung Family Eucharist
9.30am
4th Sunday each month
Sung Family Eucharist
10.00 am 5th Sunday each month
Joint Eucharist with New Mill
(See website, magazine and the church notice board for more detail)
This magazine has been kindly printed by T.W. Birks Funeral Directors
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